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‘Be mindful of the words before spoken by the Holy Prophets, and 
of the Commandments of us, the Apostles of the Lord and Saviour.” 


2 Pet. iii. 2.—Macknight. 








NUMBER IV. 
HISTORICAL ILLUSTRATION OF THE APOCALYPSE. 
REV. xl. 14—17. 


[Continued from page 247.] 


PREDICTION. 


And there were given 
to the woman two wings 
of a great eagle, that she 
might fly into the wilder- 
ness to her place; where 
she is nourished for a 
time, times, and half a 
time, from the face of the 
serpent. And the serpent 
threw out of its mouth, 
water, like a river, after 
the woman, that it might 
cause her to be carried 
away by the stream: and 
the earth assisted the wo- 
man, and the earth open- 
ed its mouth, and drank 
up the flood, which the dra- 
gon threw out of its mouth. 
And the dragon was en- 
ragedagainst the woman, 
and went away to make 
war against the remain- 
der of her seed, who keep 
the commandments of God 
and retain the testimony 
of Jesus Christ. 


FULFILMENT. 


The Donatists having lost their cause 
at Rome and Arles, appealed for the 
third and last time to the emperor 
Constantine, who examined the whole 
affair himself in the year 316, at Mi- 
Jan, in the presence of the contending 
parties. The issue of this third trial, 
as might be expected from the charac- 
ter of the judges, was not more. favor- 
able to the Donatists than that of the 
two preceding councils, whose decisions 
the emperor confirmed by the sen- 
tence he pronounced. Hence “this per- 
verse sect,” as the orthodox Mosheim 
calls the Donatists, loaded Constan- 
tine with “the bitterest reproaches,” 
and complained that Qsius, bishop of 
Cordova, who was honored with his 
friendship, and was intimatelv con- 
nected with Cecilianus, had, by cor- 
rupt insinuations, engaged him to pro- 
nounce an unrighteous sentence. * Per- 
haps their complaint,” says Gibbon, 
“‘was not without foundation, that the 
credulity of the emperor had been 
abused by the insidious arts of his fa- 
vorite Osius, The influence of false- 
hood and corruption might procure the 
condemnation of the innocent, ora 
gravate the sentence of the guilty.’ — 
Be that as’ it may, the emperor, ani- 
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mated with indignation at such proceedings, deprived the Donatists 
of their churches in Africa, drove their bishops into exile, and carried 
his resentment so far as to put some of them to death. This was the 
commencement of that persecution against the TRUE CHURCH, which, 
at intervals, continued fur 1260 years. The immediate effects of these 
violent measures on the part of the emperor, were desperate commo- 
tions and tumults in Africa, as the Donatists were exceedingly influ- 
ential and numerous in that part of the empire. These insurrections, 
as we have observed before, were regarded by them with the utmost 
detestation and abhorrence; and therefore, though a powerful body, 
we are not to attribute these popular convulsions to a spirit of recri- 
mination against their persecutors. To do so would be equally absurd 
and unjust as to charge the enormities of the ‘‘madmen of Munster,” 
upon the “Anabaplisis” as a religiouscommunity. The Donatists, as 
a church of Christ, had fled “‘into the wilderness” of Getulia ‘“‘from the 
face” of their Catholic emperor and his religious myrmidons, who, as 
we have seen, had seized their property, exiled their teachers, and put 
some to death. This naturally aroused the indignation of those, who, . 
though the disciples of neither party, had spirit enough to defend the 
oppressed against the imperial and ecclesiastical tyranny of the “or. 
thodox,” and that in their own way. We are at no loss for an illus- 
tration. For example, then, we are obnoxious to the orthodox of our 
times of “every name and denomination” of antichrist, against whose 
apostacy and corruption we protest. Suppose they were to lay aside 
all their animosities and strife, and to combine to suppress and exter- 
minate us with fire and sword; would not the infidels, who have 
predilection for no sect, oppose force to force in our defence? Cer- 
tainly they would; and though we deprecate, and would discounte- 
nance all violence in our behalf, the most horrid deeds would probably 
be perpetrated under the pretence of assisting us. Toa certain ex-~ 
tent such an event did take place at the revolution, when the infidel 
leaders of revolt against monarchy and episcopacy, interposed between 
adverse and hostiie religionists, and proclaimed an equality of rights 
to sects of every name. Shali we charge the Baptists of that day, 
with drawing the sword against the Established Church of England, 
because they, in common with others, obtained exemption from future 
incarcerations on account of their religious privileges by the triumph 
of unbelievers? Even supposing many Baptists were found in the 
ranks of the insurgents, as no doubt there were, should we, therefore, 
condemn them all as baptized in human gore? W2 are not to condemn 
acommunity as murderers of their species, because of the delin- 
quency of some of its members, if so, then we should denounce most 
of the apostolic churches as antichristian. The case is entirely al- 
tered, where a scct in its corporate capacity condemns, imprisons, and 
puts to deat, as heretics, those who assert the imprescriptible and 
unalienable right of judging for themselves; here the murder of here- 
tics is the crime of the whole body; which, as in the case of indi- 
viduals will sooner or later suffer the just penalty of thelaw. ‘The 
case of the Donatists is parallel to ourexample. ‘The indignation of 
the people was roused, and in the language of the prediction ‘‘THE 
EARTH ASSISTED THE WOMAN;” the emperor and his party were alarm- 
ed, and Constantine endeavored by embassies and negotiations, to al- 
lay these disturbances; but without effect. : 
Two objects here present themselves to our consideration, THE 
EARTH and the woman. The meaning of the latter we have sufficiently 
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ascertained, let history unfold the other. The persecution of the 
church of Christ by the Catholics at this juncture, was acquiring 
strength, the flame of discord gathered force daily, and seemed to 
portend the approaching horrors of a civil war; to prevent which, Con- 
stantine, having tried in vain every other method of accommodation, 
abrogated at last, by the advice of the governors of Africa, the laws 
that had been enacted against the Donatists, and allowed to the peo- 
ple a full liberty of adhering to that party which they in their minds 
preferred. This state of tranquility, which did not long continue, was 
brought about by a horrible confederacy of desperate ruffians who 
passed under the name of CircumceLuionzs. These bands 'were 
composed of a furious, fearless, and bloody set of men, formed of the 
rough and savage peasantry of the Numidian and Mauritanian villa- 
ges, who were semi-pagans, and had been imperfectly reduced under 
the authority of the Roman laws. ‘This outrageous multitude,” says 
Mosheim, ‘whom no prospect of sufferings could terrify and, who, upon 
urgent occasions, faced death itself with the most audacious teme- 
rity, contributed to render the sectof the Donatists (whose cause 
they espoused) an object of the utmost abhorrence (to the Catholics;) 
though it cannot be proved, by any records of undoubted authority, 
that the bishops of that faction (those at least who had any reputation 
for piety and virtue) either approved the proceedings or stitred up the 
violence of this odious rabble.” vol. 1, p.123. The Circumcellions 
may be called the soldiery of the Donatists, and never failed to take 
up arms to defend them against their enemies. The violence of the 
imperial officers, who were usually sustained by a military guard; the 
woter, like a river, thrown out of the mouth of the serpent, was some.- 
times repelled with equal violence; and the blood of some Donatist 
teachers, which had been shed, inflamed them with an eager desire of 
revenge. By their own cruelty and rashness, the ministers of perse- 
cution sometimes provoked their fate; and the guilt of an accidental 
tumult precipitated them into despair and rebellion. The leaders of 
the Circumcellions assumed the title of captains of the sainis; their 
principal weapon, as they were indifferently provided with swords and 
spears, was a huge and weighty club, which they termed an Israelite; 
and the well known sound of “praise be to God,” which they used 
as their war cry, diffused consternation over the unarmed provinces of 
Africa. At first their depredations were covered with the plea of 
necessity; but they soon exceeded the measure of subsistence, indulg- 
ed without control their intemperance and avarice; burned the vi]- 

Jages they had pillaged. and in defiance of the Roman legions, reigned 

the licentious tyrants of the open country. The occupations of hus- 

bandry and the administration of justice, were interrupted, and as the 

Circumcellions pretended to restore the primitive equality of mankind, 

and to reform the abuses of civil society, they opened a secure asylum 

to slaves and debtors, who flocked in crowds to their staadard.— 

When they were not resisted, they usually contented themselves with 

plunder, but the slightest opposition provoked them to acts of violence 

and murder; and some Catholic priests, who had signalized their zeal, 

were tortured by the most refined and wanton barbarity. They en- 

gaged,and sometimes defeated the troops of the province, and in 

the bloody action of Bagai, when the troops of Constans were sent 

against the Donatists, the Circumcellions attacked in open field, but 

with unsuccessful valor, an advanced guard of the imperial cavalry. 


Those who were taken prisoners died without a murmur, either by 
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the sword, the axe, or the fire; and the measures of retaliation 

were multiplied in rapid proportion, which aggravated the horrors of 

rebellion, and excluded the hope of mutual forgiveness. Such disor- 

ders are the natural effects of religious tyranny; but the rage of the 

Circumcellions was inflamed by a phrenzy of a very extraordinary 

kind. Many of them were possessed with a horror of life, and the 

desire of martyrdom; and they deemed it of little moment by what 

means, or by what hands, they perished, if their conduct was sancti- 

fied by the intention of devoting themselves to the glory of the true faith. 

Such were the Circumcellions who voluntarily rose in defence of the 

church of Christ in the African wing of the empire. And the peasants 

of Paphlagonia were like unto them. During the reign of Constan- 

tius, the son of Constantine, when the Catholics and Arians unsheath- 

ed the sword of the flesh to arbitrate the rights of Homoousion and 

Homoiousion, to the claim of orthodoxy, the Novatians, the brethren 

of the Donatists, who fellowsbipped neither party, yet approved 

of tae consubstantialiiy of the Father with the Son, became obnoxious 

to the Arian emperor, and patriarch of Constantinople. The latter, 

whose name was Macedonius, being informed that a large district of 

Paphlagonia was almost entirely inhabited by the Novatians, resolved 

either to convert or extirpate them; and as he distrusted on this occa- 

sion, the efficacy of an ecclesiastical mission, he ordered a body of 

4000 legionaries to march against these dissentients, and to reduce the 

territory of Mantinium under his spiritual dominion. Here again 

‘‘the serpent threw oul of his mouth water, like a river, after the woman, 

that it might cause her to be carried away by the slream:” but the earth 

again assisted the woman, and opened its mouth, and drank up the flood, 

which the dragon threw oul of its mouth; for the Paphlagonian peasants, 

| animated by despair and religious fury, boldly encountered the inva- 

ders of their country; and though many of the Paphlagonians were 

slain, the Roman legions were vanquished by an irregular multitude, 

armed only with scythes and axes; and except a few who escaped by 

flight, 4000 soldiers were lef tdead on the field of battle. The emperor 

Julian, called the apostate, in his 53d epistle, speaking of this reign 

says, “many were imprisoned and persecuted, and driven into exile. 

Whole troops of those who weres tyled heretics were massacred, particularly 

at Cyzicus and Samosata. In Paphlagonia. Bythinia,and Galatia, 

and in many other provinces, towns, and villages, were laid waste 
and utterly destroyed,” p. 436. 

After the death of Constantine, his son Constans, to whom Italy 

and Africa were allotted in the division of the empire, sent Macarius 

and Paulus* into Africa with a view to heal this ‘*deplorable schism,” 


eam eee 








* A Donatist writer, treating of the suffering of Marculus, says “Behold 
suddenly the polluted stream of the Macarian persecution burst forth from 
the tyrannical church of King Constans, and two beasts being sent to Africa 
from thence, to wit: Macarius and Paulus, a most horrible and cruel ecclesi- 
H astical war was proclaimed; that a christian people should be compelled by 
i the naked swords of soldiers, by the standards of serpents or dragons 
| (draconum presentibus signis) and by the blasts of trumpets, to unite with 
i) traditors.” Mon. p. 304. Compare this passage with the 15th and 16th 
verses of this chapter. How striking the resemblance between them! 





Could the Donatists have known that “the polluted stream of the Macarian 
persecution which burst forth from the tyrannical church of Constans” was 
the water like a river, the dragon or serpent threw out of its mouth? I 
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as Mosheim terme it, and to engage the Donatists te conclude a peace. 
His efforts to restore the unity of the Catholic church were strenuous 
but ineffectual, through the methods of force and corruption employed 
by these imperial commissioners; which,furnished a striking contrast, 
between the maxims of the apostles, and the conduct of their pre- 
tended successors. The chief bishop among them opposed all methods 
of reconciliation with the utmost vehemence, and the example was 
followed by the rest of his brethren. Odious was the idea of a coali- 
tion with those who in times of persecution and distress, in order to 
avoid martyrdom, had delivered up the Holy Scriptures, God’s best 
legacy to the faithful. We apprehend that the principles of those 
believers who value above all the honors of a court, the plaudits of 
the world, or the interests of time, the Bible, of all books the best, and 
that too at a time when the Catholic traditors were taking the Scrip- 
tures from the people, must have been the witnesses who,as we do now, 
contended for obedience to all the commandments of God, and who re- 
tained the testimony of Jesus Christ. We, therefore, applaud these 
worthy and excellent people for turning a deaf ear to every overture 
of reconciliation with the Catholics of the tyrannical church of Con- 
stans. The cruelties of Macarius and Paulus, only exasperated and 
widened the breach. The Circumcellions provoked by their arbitrary 
proceedings, wreaked their vengeance on the persecutors of the Dona- 
tists, by assassinations and massacres, executed with the most unre- 
lenting fury. “The dragon was enraged,” and Constans when he saw 
his projects baffled, sent Macarius against them with an army, who 
defeated them in the battle of Bagnia,t This “‘servant of God,” as 
Gratus, Bishop of Carthage styles him, now gave vent to the fury 
and rage of the serpent, which actuated him to crimes of deeper dye 
than he had yet perpetrated before his victory. There was now no 
safety for the “woman but in flight.” Optatus of Milevi, a contempo- 
rary writer, whose testimony, says Mosheim, is beyond exception in 
this mattcr, informs us; that a few submitted; THE GREATEST 
PART SAVED THEMSELVES BY FLIGHT; numbers were sent 
into banishment, among whom were Donatus, whom they called the 
great, on account of his learning and virtue; and many of them were 
punished with the utmost severity. “During these troubles,” says Dr.. 
Mosheim, “which continued near thirteen years, several steps were 
taken against tho Donatists, which the equitable and impartial 
will be ut a loss to reconcile with the dictates of humanity and 
justice; nor, indeed, do the Catholics themselves deny the truth 
of this assertion.” vol. 1. ch. v. ‘And the dragon was enraged against 
the woman.” ‘These calamities triumphed over them until the year 





think they did; and this ought to stimulate us to study the Apocalypse, that 
we, as the true church has always done in past ages, may know the times 
under which we live; and thus be on the alert for the Master’s return. 


+ The battle of Bagnia was fought about A. D. 345. In the “Extra” I 
have affixed the year 316 to the flight of the woman; but increased testi- 
mony leads me to another conclusion. Her persecution under Catholic 
Emperors and Priests began in that year, but, as history shows, her flight 
into the wilderness was not till after this famous battle. This event, there- 
fore, happened in 345; to which add 1260 years which yields A. D. 1605 for 
the end of her testimony in sackcloth. ‘These results do not affect the pe- 
riod of the resurrection of her testimony. It only makes the breaking out 
of the war against her 33 years, instead of 4, before her testimony ceased. 
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368, when the pagan Julian, upon his accession to the throne, 
showed himself more merciful to the Donatists than their Catholic 
destroyers. He permitted them to return to their country, and 
restored them to the enjoyment of their former liberty. This step 
so far renewed their vigor, that they recruited their numbers, 
by bringing over in a short time, the majority of the African provin- 
cials to their interests. Gratian published several edicts against 
them, and in the year 377, deprived them of their houses of assembly, 
and prohibited all their meetings public and private. But the fury of 
the Circumcellions, and the apprehension of intestine tumults pre- 
vented the vigorous execution of these laws. This appears from the 
numerous houses they possessed in Africa towards the conclusion of 
this eentury, to which were attached no less than four hundred bishops. 
About this time a celebrated, or rather notorious antagonist entered 
the lists against them. This was that veritable Catholic saint Augus- 
tine, bishop of Hippo. He attacked them in every way; and as he 
was a warm and active spirit, he animated against them the whole 
antichristian world, as well as the imperial court. *The Catholic 
bishops of Africa,” says Mosheim, ‘animated by the exhortations, 
and conducted by the councils of this zealous prelate, exerted them- 
selves with the utmost vigor in the destruction of those seditious sec- 
taries whom they justly looked upon, not only as troublesome to the 
(Catholic) church by their obstinacy (as he calls it,) but as a nuisance 
to the state by the brutal soldiery which they employed (though p. 
124, § viii. he says, the Donatists regarded the Circumceilions with the 
utmost detestalion and abhorrence) in their cause. Accordingly depu- 
ties were sent, in 404, from the council of Carthage to the emperor 
Honorius, to request that the laws enacted against heretics, by the 
preceding emperors, might have force against the Donatists, who de- 
nied that they belonged to the heretical tribe; and also to desire that 
bounds might be set to, the barbarous fury of the Circumcellions.” In 
acceding to this request, the emperor imposed a fine upon all the Do- 
natists who refused to return into the bosom of the Catholic church, 
and sent their bishops and teachers into banishment. In 405, new and 
severer laws were enacted against them, under the title of acts of uni- 
formity; and as the lay magistrates were too tardy in the execution of 
vengeance for “christian priests,” the council of Carthage, in 407, sent 
a second time deputies to the emperor, desiring that certain persons 
might be appointed to execute the new edicts with vigor and impar- 
tiality, which was granted. Our brethren, the Donatists, though much 
shaken by these repeated shocks, were still nourished by the provi- 
dence of God. Their strength revived in 408, after Stilico had been 
put to death by order of Honorius, and gained an accession of vigor 
the following year, in which the emperor published a law in favor of 
liberty of conscience, and prohibited all compulsion in matters of re. 
ligion. This law, however, was not of long duration. [t was abro- 
gated at the earnest and repeated solicitation of the council which 
met at Carthago in 419; and Marcellinus, the tr-hune, was sent by 
Honorius into Africa, with a military force, with Yall power to bring 
to aconclusion, or to extinguish the testimoay of these faithful wit- 
nesses against that piaBoLicaL apostacy called “the holy Catholic 
Church.” We cannot but be penetrated with disgust and horror at 
the infernal and execrable cruelty of the clergy of this and after ages; 
it is evident that the emperor was reluctant to persecute the Donatists, 
but nothing, save extermination, seems to have satisfied these hissing 
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serpents and dragons-peaking priests. How thankful ocght we, the 
descendants of the Donatists, to be that God has put it into the hearts 
uf men to restrain the blood thirsty spirit of ‘orthodox” religions)— 
Marcellinus, by imperial commission, instituted a judicial investiga- 
tion,in 411, atCarthage. The trial lasted three days, and, as might 
be expected, judgment was given in favor of the Catholics. The or~ 
thodox bishops present were 286 in number; and those of the Dona- 
tists 279. Thelatter appealed like Paul to the emperor, but without 
effect. The terrors of this persecution caused many to apostatize and 
join the Catholics; while the severest penalties were inflicted on those 
who continued to “obey the commandments of God and to retain the 
testimony of Jesus Christ.’ Fines, banishment, and confiscation of 
goods, were the ordinary punishments of the Donatists; and says 
Mosheim, “the pain of death was inflicted upon such as surpassed 
the rest in perverseness, and were the seditious ringleaders of that 
stubborn faction.” Some avoided these penalties by flight, and others 
by concealing themselves; and the malice of their enemies has not 
failed to blacken their memory 5y imputing to them the crime of 
suicide. In the mean time, the Circumcellions again interposed be- 
tween them and their oppessors to ward off the execution of the sen- 
tence against them; and in the most outrageous manner, ran up and 
down through the province of Africa, committing acts of great cru- 
elty, and defending themselves by force of arms. The Donatists, 
however, again recovered their former liberty and tranquility, by the 
succor and protection they received from the Vandals, who invaded 
Africa, with Genserie at their head, in 427, and wrested that province 
out of the hands of the Romans. But, says Mosheim, “the wounds 
which this sect had received from the vigorous execution of the im- 
perial laws, were so deep, that though it began to revive and multi- 
ply by the assistance of the Vandals, it could never regain its former 
strength and lustre.’ They continued to enjoy the sweets of free- 
dom as long as the Vandals reigned in Africa; who may be considered 
as God’s messengers to chastise the Catholics of that province for 
their savage cruelties against his people. The scene, however, was 
greatly changed with respect to them, when the empire of these bar. 
barians was overturned in 534. Nevertheless, they still continued a 
separate body,and not only retained their testimony, but toward the 
conclusion of this century, and particularly from the year 591, de- 
fended themselves with renewed vigor, and were hald enough to pro- 
claim the gospel publicly, in the face of their enemies themselves. 
Gregory, the Roman pontiff, opposed these efforts with great spirit and 
assiduity; and tried various methods of putting them down—or as 
the Doctor says, “of depressing this faction, which was pluming its 
wings anew, and aiming at the revival of those lamentable divisions 
which it had formerly excited in the (Catholic) church.” From this 
time, however, they do not appear to have attracted the notice of ec- 
clesiastics. As the Vandals favored the Arians, which was the faith 
of Genseric, it is highly probable that they were from this time con- 
founded with them. The names of Arians and Manichwans, although 
orig¢nally employed to designate sectaries of a very antichristian cha 
racter, were afterwards used to distinguish the inhabitants of the 
mountains and valleys of the right wing of the eagle. in future times 
known by the general appellation of Waldenses. With this restriction, 
then, the unprejudiced investigator of ancient monuments, will not 
fear to discard the anathemas of a Catholic tribunal, in searching for 
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these who, in the midst of universal apostacy, kept thcir garments 
pure, and uncontaminated by the pollution of orthodoxy. and retained 
the testimony of Jesus, even under the odious names of Novatians, 
Donatists, Marcionites, Manichzans, Arians, Paulicians, Waldenses, 
&c.&c. In this illustration,! have confined myself more especially 
to the left wing of the great eagle; let not the reader suppose, how- 
ever, that the barbarous cruelties of the Catholics were confined to 
Africa; all those who protested against the imperial church in other 
provinces suffered as well as the Donatists. The serpent threw water out 
of its mouth, like a river, afler them all. They werecast down but not 
destroyed; persecuted, and tormented in every way, yet not extermi- 
nated; for says Mosheim, in speaking of the heresies of the 9th cen- 
tury,the sects that had sprung upin the early ages of the church, 
subsisted still, with little change in their situation or circumstances;” 
and we may add, that they have always existed under names imposed 
upon them by the malignity of their enemies down to the present day. 


EpITor. 





LETTER FROM ENGLAND. 
19, Cumberland Street, Hackney Road, December 30, 1834. 


My pear Son.—The leading sects of the day may be truly 
denominated “the children of the kingdom,” which, like the 
Jewish sects of old, “shall be cast out.” The analogy be- 
tween the two is very striking. The captivity had effectu- 
ally cured the Jews of idolatry. The dark ages occasioned 
the Reformation; and persecution has heartily sickened the 
sectaries of Popery. Bad, therefore, as both are, they are 
preferable to worse, but two blacks cannot make one white. 
Both (in the comparison) are equally opposed to freedom of 
discussion—unless it be the freedom of their own party dis- 
cussion. Both are sticklers for creeds or traditions; although 
they know that the law of God, or the law of Christ (see 
John xvii. 21. Ephes. iv. 5) is made void, amid all the exist- 
ing creeds of christendom. Both are actuated by human 
policy; which never confesses an error, or concedes even 
truth to an adversary. Both are political bodies; and are 
moved, like puppets, by political aspirants. Both make truth 
subservient to the aggrandizement of party; for they will dis- 
courage, or discountenance, every thing that does not advo- 
cate, in the gross, the peculiarities of their own party; and 
thereby in effect, extinguish the Holy Ghost rather than de- 

ress that godg & Both are disingenuous; for with seeming 

iberality t y will occasionally unite in public; whereas in 
private they leave no stone unturned to circumvent one ano- 
ther; and acquire party ascendancy. Both are intolerant; for 
as far as lies in their power they endeavor to silence every 
one who does not speak as they think. Both are partial; for 
sre will not give the people an opportunity, if they can pos- 
sibly avoid it, of hearing both sides of a question; although 
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they know that the Holy Spirit is seandalized by the divi- 
sions among christians. And both, if not ignorant of, are, 
virtually indifferert to the prophetic signs of the times. The 
latter represent infidelity as “the last enemy that shall be 
destroyed,” against christianity: and that not by ordinary 
efforts; but in an extraordinary manner by the Son of God, 
whose victery will be an awful rebuke of the church, with 
signal destruction of the adversary. For who can but per- 
| ‘ceive that sectarianism is one of the most prevailing causes 
of infidelity. The world are eagle eyed. They know the 

governing principles of human nature. There are no bye- 
ends to secular interest, power, and publicity, which they 
cannot detect. They are not strangers to craft. When, 
therefore, they see religion converted into craft, and its min- 
isters into craftsmen, they naturally confound christianity 
with sectarianism, and disciples with sectaries. Yea, they 
know more both of the church and of the world than the re- 
ligious generally do. They know more of the world geogra- 
phically, scientifically, commercially, and politically. They 
mix with professing christians in the way of business, and 
socially, so as to see them as they are in themselves (like all 
of us imperfect) and not as they appear to be to one another: 
and when with this experience they think of the “childish” 
discussions that are originated; the “childish things” that 
are written; and the “childish” enterprizes that take “birth,” 
and are pronounced “glorious,” they, mistakenly, treat reli- 
gion with contempt! 

During the summer I went to hear Mr. Cooper of Dublin. 
He was supplying at Hoxton Chapel. The discourse I heard 
happened to be his farewell sermon. The picture he gave 
of the superstition of Ireland was pourtrayed with as much 
delicacy as possible; so as not to give it a political coloring, 
in consequence of the state of parties, respecting the tithe 
question. It was, however, truly appalling. He also describ- 
ed, with much pathos, the little support which their congre- 
gational union, at its last annual meeting, derived from the 
congregational body in England; for he said (substantively 
at least) “Not a single messenger of the English churches 
was sent to encourage and cheer us, although a deputation 
could be sent to America. Yea, at the very time our meeting 
was being held, they were passing our shores on a voyage to 
a distant, and by no means a destitute, country.” He then 
declared boldly that he saw no reason to retract a former 
opinion, that the recent success, in Ireland, was as much en- 
titled to solicitude as could possibly be the revivals in 
America, and that the instruments employed challenged in 
their favor, the presumption that the success had been real; 
forthey had nothing whatever to recommend them but the 
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scriptures, as the power of God. Ah! he exclaimed, if you 
saw the persons by whom the good done in Ireland has been 
effected, you would exclaim “verily God does stain the pride 
of human glory: for who could have expected such results 
from such striplings?” A most melancholy catastrophe has 
just occurred in the County of Cork. Twelve persons were 
killed, and several wounded, by the military, at Rathcormac, 
under the immediate orders of the Rev. Mr. Ryder, a magis- 
trate, and the incumbent to whom 5l. were due May last, by 
a widow (with arrears of Tithes by others in the same dis- 
trict.) That you may form an idea what sort of a clergyman 
this man is, I will give you an extract from the Morning 
Chronicle, of this day, containing an extract or two from the 
evidence before the Coroner’s Inquest: 


Morning Curonicie, Tuespay Dec. 30, 1834. 
RATHCORMAC TITHE AFFRAY. 
CORONER’S INQUEST. 
[Continued from Friday’s Chronicle. ] 

Michael Haly, the seventh witness, examined by Mr. 
Scannell. 

“Ts a Farmer, and lives at Ballinure, in the parish of Gor- 
troe; was present on Thursday;..... ‘saw the Rev. Mr. 
Ryder there on horseback: saw him first riding up from 
widow Ryan’s stable with great force, till he situated him- 
self among the horsemen, near M‘Auliffe’s stable: heard him 
order the horsemen to load; so they put their swords in their 
cases, and took out their pistols, into which they put some- 
thins, but he does not know what. On witness seeing the 
men load the pistols, he ran upto the ditch between M‘Auliffe’s 
and the haggard where Barry stood; inthe course of a mi- 
nute or two heard Mr. Ryder order the horsemen to fire, and 
at the first shot that was fired Barry fell out on the dunghill 
in M‘Auliffe’s yard: saw him bleeding, in the forehead: he 
was on his face and hands, and witness threw himself down 
off the ditch, and rolled himself into the corner of the lawn, 
till they. were done firing: there were about 30 or 40 people 
on the ditch, and in the lawn: there were not more nor less 
than twelve or thirteen horsemen in the boreen: saw foot sol- 
diers in a little field west of the boreen: at the time Barry 
was shoi, the men who were standing on the cross ditch did 
not do any thing, as they were not as much troubled there, 
as they were down along the road: two cars would not pass 
in the boreen abreast: the boreen is about ten feet wide, and 
Mr. Ryder had room to ride between the horsemen, who 
were drawn up along the boreen.*” O my son! does not the 





* As our readers may be ignorant of the mode in which the pretended 
apostolic church of England and Ireland supports the “ Ministers of Jesus 
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blood run cold to think that such a wretched creature as this 
Rev. Mr. Ryder should be called a Minister of Jesus Christ? 
After reading the above paragraph, the chapter that came in 


Christ” in their Zion, we subjoin the following particulars of the Rathcor- 
mac Episcopal Butchery, extracted from “The Old Countryman,” and the 
“Times,” dated, London, December 25, 1834. Remember, reader, Episco- 
pacy in America is the daughter of the sanguinary Harlot on the other side 
the Atlantic. “American Episcopacy” derives all its pretended apostolicity 
from that blood stained community. Two vessels, called William White 
and Samuel Provoost, were embarked for England, November 2, 1786, and 
by George 3d’s permission were filled with the “Holy Ghost”—which, in 
the phraseology of this limb of antichrist means “Episcopal succession” — 
by the imposition of the hands of the archbishops of Canterbury and York, 
and the bishops of Bath and Peterborough!!! Thus were these two first 
American Episcopal Bishops constituted “successors of the apostles!’ What 
sort of a spirit, think ye, must that have been, that could only be transfused 
by the grant of an earthly king, whose troops are now murdering their fel- 
low-subjects, at the command of the diabolical priests of diabolical episco- 
pacy; because, from either poverty or disinclination, they cannot, or refuse 
to give their little all, and the food of their families to pamper these minis- 
ters of Satan, sent, indeed, to buffet them? But, I refrain—reader, excuse 
this digression, my spirit burns with indignation against the oppressor, while 
my mind glances over the recital of such cruelties. EpirTor. 
“Cork.— Tithes.—13 killed and 30 wounded. December 18. The parish 
of Gurtroe, adjoining the town of Rathcormac, has been the scene of the 
most heart rending event which it is possible to conceive. Aided by two 
companies of the 29th regiment, about a dozen of the 4th Royal Dragoon 
Guards, and a body of police, the Reverend Archdeacon William Ryder 
and others, proceeded to Gurtroe, for the purpose of distraining certain of 
the lands therein situated, for tithes due on the lst November. The ap- 
proach of the party was the signal of the meeting together of about 250 of 
the country people. Amongst the alleged defaulters to the Rev. Rector, 
was a Mrs. Ryan, a widow, whose cabin ‘is situated at the extremity of a 
bohreen about 300 yards from the road. Up this narrow defile the party 
proceeded. As they reached the widow’s house the riot act.is said to have 
been read, although no breach of the peace had taken place; neither had 
there been an absolute indication to do so manifested by the people. Ar- 
rived at the ditch overlooking the widow’s haggart, which contained four 
stacks of corn, the military were ordered to halt. This was obeyed, and 
the soldiers rested their arms on the ditch intercepting the haggart from the 
bohreen. The extent of the line of military at this moment might be about 
forty yards, whilst the haggart of Mrs. Ryan, and that adjoining it, a com- 
paratively empty one, were partially occupied by the country cople, some 
of whom interposed their sticks to prevent an entrance being effected by the 
occupants of the narrow passage outside. The people are said to have 
struck no blows. Be this, however, as it may, the compactness of the 
people presenting an obstacle to any ingress, the military were directed to 
fire. The order was not, itis said, at first obeyed; the soldiers hesitatin 
for a moment or two: again the order to fire was given, and with fearfu 
effect obeyed. Ten of the unarmed conntrymen dropped, some of them 
staggering for a few yards—others for a distance of half a field, but all fell 
never to rise again. The firing was repeated two or three times, six or seven 
of the victims of Episcopacy were not ten yards distant from the soldiery— 
four of them but ten or twelve feet! Thirty were wounded, several despe- 
rately—some mortally, for of those who escaped the field of blood alive, 
two or three died before the following morning. Two brothers who fell, 
died in each other’s arms, each forgiving his enemies. They were the sole 
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¢ourse, at family prayer, had these words. “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach 
the Gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives and recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. 
To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” O the contrast 
between this spirit and the clericai spirit! Indeed I know not 
what fatuity has seized the Pastors. Only a few Sabbaths 
ago the Rev. Mr. Mortimer, an “evangelical clergyman,” 
after delivering a political tirade in favor of toryism, at 
Pentonville Episcopal Chapel, ordered the Organist to play, 
and the whole congregation to sing, “God save the King.” 
For nine months past a most edifying scene has been exhi- 
bited at Tabernacle and Tottenham Court Chapels by the 
Rev. Mr. Campbell and William Bateman, Esq. regularly, 
Mr. Campbell has demanded admittance to the pulpit, in 
presence of the congregation; and has been as regularly re- 
fused; until the Vice Chancellor has been obliged (to his 
immortal honor) to enforce that forbearance which the scrip- 
tures had in vain inculcated. During this stife, policemen 
were In constant requisition; and scuffling sometimes ensued. 
The congregational denomination, or I believe the three de- 
nominations, has passed a string of resolutions against the 
change of ministry; and had, previously, (1 think | am cor- 
rect in saying) resolved that nothing would satisfy the dis- 
senters but the separation of Church and State. The Rev. 
Mr. Price, of Devonshire Square, a Baptist minister, is de- 
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support of an aged parent, and respectable farmers. The son of the widow 
Ryan was among the murdered. ‘Flinty, indeed,’ says an eye witness of 
this bloody scene—‘must be the heart of the man, which could remain un- 
moved at the agonizing scene which this young man’s once comfortable 
home presented yesterday, when I was introduced to the apartment where 
the body lay. The frantic mother, and the inconsolable brothers and sis- 
ters!’—but we abstain. : 

“A despatch received in Cork from Rathcormac describes the painful in- 
terest which exists in three sentences—‘The town is full of military. A 
fiery discussion is now going on before the three coroners. The excitement 
is terrible.’ Its correspondent states—‘To describe the state of the country 
since the tragic occurrence was enacted is not in the power of the writer. 
The shops are generally closed. Not a cow, horse, pig, or sheep is to be seen 
for miles. The people are dark and sullen, desperate and reckless. One 
old man, in the presence of the writer, surrounded by several scores of pea- 
sants, fell upon his knees and imprecated the vengeance of Heaven upon 
the destroyers of his children. Another offered up an oath that he would 
not die till the blood in which he.that moment knelt was avenged! Their 
feeling is intense; the people quite careless of their lives; they are incom- 
municative, and, with few exceptions, were observed not to shed a tear.’ ”’ 

Let reason for once, independent of Sacred Writ, decide, whether a reli- 
gion sustained by the blood of human victims can be regarded with com- 
eeewry by a just and merciful God. Yet such is the Apostolic Church of 

ngland—such the mother of American Episcopacy!!! 
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livering lectures, at his place of worship, on the principles of 
dissent. The Rev. Mr. Binney, of the weigh house, an inde- 
pendent minister, has just published a sermon, on dissent. 
Episcopalian ministers take a lead on platforms in politics; 
and have the unblushing, effrontery to justify their own crim- 
inal conduct asscriptural. Now if there be one duty more 
imperative than another on the ministers of Jesus Christ 
as well as on his disciples also it is a non-interfer- 
ence in polities, The precepts of our Lord; the example of 
the Apostles, the nature of the christian ministry; the exclu- 
sively evangelical character of all its duties; expediency; ex- 
periment; and common sense, all proclaim that the ministers 
of the Gospel must be pacific, not merely from policy, but 
from principle. What! is not the citizenship of the people 
sufficient to secure the rights of citizenship and constiiution- 
ally to correct abuses, without the co-operation of pastors? 
what is the consequence? Worldly operations, ecclesiastical 
contention, and political agitation, supplant the study of the 
word of God; and thus divisions are perpetuated, anda stum- 


bling block is cast before the world. 
[To be conchided.] 





CONCLUSION. 

There is a part of prophetic time, upon the heels of which, 
our race is now treading, called “the time of the end”—“‘a 
time of trouble,” says the Messenger of God, “such as never 
was since there was a nation even to that same time.” Dan. 
xii. 1. This short space of time is called by Isaiah “the day 
of vengeance.” It begins at the end of 1260 years from the 
rise of Mohammed, or from a few years before, at the insti- 
tution of the politico ecclesiastical tyranny of the papacy, 
If the 1260 years begins with the rise of Mohammed it will 
end A. D. 1866, but if, from the latter date, A. D. 1847. 
From the year 47 or 66 of this century, or between these 
data, or at least, very soon after the latter, this, “time of the 
end” begins. Its duration will not exceed 75 years; which 
is the interval between the end of the 1260 years and the 
1335th, the latest date mentioned in the last chapter of Da- 
niel. The excessive trouble which is to afflict mankind, will 
take place, it would seem, during the last 45 years, being the 
interval between the 1290th and the 1335th years. This 
“time of the end,” then, may be expected to reveal great and 
awful events. During this interval the kingdoms of the 
world are to become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Anointed; who will reign forever and ever; having taken up 
his great power, and entered upon his reign. In this day of 
vengeance and of Almighty power, the nations will be 
wroth. Their governments have been the destroyers of the 
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earth, that is, the oppressors of the people. But the last 
hour of their existence will have then arrived—and thanks 
to the Lord God Almighty will be given, because the time 
had come when he would destroy those that destroy the 
earth. For the words of this joyful acclamation of the 
voices in heaven, read from the 15th to the 18th verse inclu- 
sive of Rev. xi. The last;verse reads thus: “And the tem- 
ple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of his cove- 
nant appeared in his temple,” §c. “The temple of God 
in heaven” is the Most Holy Place, made without hands—a 
state, age, or future world, which in relation to the christian 
or present heaven and earth, or world, or holy place, is the 
second heaven. The type of this second heavenly place in 
Christ Jesus is to be found in the most holy place of the 
temple made with hands, or that of Solomon. In this typi- 
cal apartment was the Ark of the Covenant overlaid with 
gold, and adorned with a diadem of the same. The Ark of 
the Covenant was a chest, which contained the Tables of 
the Law, the Pot of Manna, and Aaron’s Rod which budded 
and bore fruit. The ark and its contents were deemed most 
holy by Jehovah. As a whole, the container and the con- 
tained, were a simple but expressive type of the King Mes- 
siah, who is the true ark of the covenant, or institution set 
up by God. Hb, Jesus, is the tablet of the law of faith and 
love—He is the true manna or bread from heaven—HE is 
the true almond rod, who, though dead, became alive again, 
by the same power that caused Aaron’s rod to bud, and who 
has, and will yet bring forth much fruit. Jesus, the anointed 
king, then, is the ark of the covenant alluded to in this pas- 
sage of the Apocalypse. It was as impossible for him to 
continue on earth, with the church under the present dispen- 
sation, as it was for the typical ark of the covenant to stand 
in the holy, instead of the most holy place of the temple, 
without bringing the vengeance of God upon the whole in- 
stitution. He, therefore, passed through the holy place, and 
entered within the veil, where he now is, as our Great High 
Priest, in the presence of the Father, who dwelleth between 
the cherubim. With these premises before us, the interpre- 
tation of this passage reads thus: “And the millenial state 
or future world was commenced or introduced, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ made his appearance therein,” &c. | 

This grand consummation, however, happens at the end 
of “the time of the end,” and is accompanied with lightning, 
thunder, an earthquake, and a great meteoric hail storm. 
The Israelites will have been restored, Rome will have been 
| engulphed, the political constitution of the world overthrown, 
| the true believers raised from the dead, and those disciples, 











who are alive at this awful period, transfigured in the twink- 
ling of an eye. 
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It is not my design, at this time, to do more than to direct 
the attention of my readers to the fact that there is such a 
period as ‘“‘the time of the end.” There is a time for every 
thing, and a time when all things shall have anend. This 
admonition is always before our eyes, for every human inven- 
tion tends to this point. The conclusion of all things, there- 
fore, appears to me, a fit conclusion for the end of this vo- 
lume. Editors cannot see the end from the beginning, neither 
did I when I began this periodical. I issued the prospectus 
in Philadelphia, and intended to have continued its publica- 
tion in that city; but circumstances disappointed my appoint- 
ment; and from the city of Brotherly Love I took my de- 
parture. | 

In the metropolis of Virginia, then, I resolved to raise the 
standard of defection from the ranks of the aliens, and to excite, 
if possible, a spirit of devotion to the Great King, in whose 
service [ would rather die fighting than desert, or even fall 
asleep. Hitherto { have had no cause to repent. I have 
opened two batteries upon the enemy’s works—those of the 
tongue and of the pen; and I have reason to believe, from 
testimony, that, although no breach has yet been made in 
their walls, some of their turrets have been shaken. I have 
planted my artillery against every sectarian fortress in Rich- 
mond, but strange to tell!—though there are four editerial 
champions of orthodoxy in the city, not one has ventured'to 
answer the salute. Corporal Sands of Fort Herald, has 
once or twice thrust his head from behind a battlement, 
and made faces at the “Campbellites;” but he invariably 
flinches back as quick as thought, grumbling as he goes down 
from the parapet. He is afraid to take a good view of us, 
for reasons best known to himself. The reason of our bold- 
ness, or audacity, as our opponents would term it, is the 
goodness of the cause we advocate. Having a conscience 
void of offence towards God, no sinister ends to gain, and 
nothing but truth and the eternal good of our fellow-citizens 
in view, we fear not the face of man. Whatever we find to 
do “we work it from the soul as to the Lord, and not to 
men, knowing that from the Lord we shall receive the recom- 
pense of the inheritance.” Col. ili. 23. Our charity is un- 
fettered, and must ve apparent to all, who know the power 
and meaning of words. Charity signifies love, according to 
apostolic usage. Our Lord loved men so ardently, that, al- 
though he knew they would kill him, he healed them, in- 
structed them, and told them the truth, and for this cause 
they hated, persecuted, maligned, and at last ignominious! 
put him to death. I expect, then, if I take upon me fo tedé 
men the truth, I shall likewise be hated, slandered, and de- 
spised by the very persons I design to benefit; and also be 
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the subject of a hue and cry for want of charity, or, at least 
of what the world calls charity, and that, too, raised against 
me by “friends,” “brethren,” and “reformers,” who neither 
practice nor know the truth. This is the grand secret of 
that outcry about want of charity, it is ignorance of that 
truth, which is more precious than costliest pearls. But 
none of these things move me; I mean to be as “uncharita- 
ble,” and more uncompromising than ever. 

We have at length arrived at “the time of the end,” in its 
bearing upon the congregation of the Lord Christ. Seven 
letters were written to as many churches in Asia Minor by 
the beloved apostle. Those churches, it seems to me, were 
seven types of the congregation of the Lord, in seven suc- 
cessive periods of its history, from the days of John to the 
appearance of Jesus a second ‘time, inclusive. These may 
be stated as the Ephesian, Smyrnean, Pergamian, Thyatiran, 
Sardian, Philadelphian, and Laodicean periods. I cannot 
now give my reasons for this supposition; suffice it to say, 
that the character of the congregation at Laodicea is exactly 
descriptive of the state of the church of Christ at this time. 
By the church of Christ, I mean, all immersed believers in the 
aggregate. Christians, in these days, even the best of them, 
are “neither cold nor hot.” “I wish you were,” says the 
Holy Spirit, “either cold or hot. Therefore, because you 
aré lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you 
out ofmy mouth. Because yousay, lam wealthy, and have 
enriched myself and have need of nothing; and do not 
know that you are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked.” What an accurate delineation is this, 
and how true, of the christians now, even of those “who say 
they are Jews, and are not, but do lie!” Christians, who 
call yourselves “reformers!”—renounce that name, until you 
shail ave proved your title to it by deeds of righteousness, 
worthy of that truth you say you believe. The time has ar- 
rived, when the cry was to go forth “behold! the bridegroom 
cometh, go ye out to meet him.” Wave you any of the oil 
of joy, of gladness, and of truthful knowledge in your lamps, 
or are they extinguished and you asleep? Awake up as you 
ought, and make yourselves ready for the marriage supper 
of the Lamb. The cry has gone forth, and is now echoing 
through the earth. The political signs of the disastrous 
times—“the time of the end’”»—coming upon the nations, are 
crowding the page of history; and the rumbling of that voice, 
which is to “roar out of Zion,” already trembles upon the 
ear. Will you not up and be doing? ill you not put on 
the complete armor of God, and gird the loins of your minds 
with truth, having on the breastplate of righteousness? Pre- 
pare your feet with the glad tidings of peace, take up the 
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shield of faith, and the helmet of salvation, and arm your- 
selves with the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. If you would win you must fight; and you must either 
take a decided stand on the one side or the other. You may 
delude yourselves with peace here, and happiness hereafter; 
but be assured that these states are incompatible; for, if you 
would reign hereafter, you must suffer here. So says Paul. 
The Christian Church, or “the Lamb’s wife,” has arrived 
at the period of preparation, and the proclamation of the 
Great Captain is—Make rEapy! And how are the christians 
to do this?—By a REFORMATION OF MORALS and combining to- 
gether heart and soul, and purse, for the REsTora‘rion of the 
CHRISTIAN INSTITUTION to what it was in apostolic times. 
This is what must and will be done before the Messiah 
comes; and, if the faint hearted professors of this generation 
won’t do themselves the honor of effecting it, the next gene- 
ration will, and our contemporaries will have the mortification 
of losing that great recompense of the inheritance, to secure 
which is now within their grasp. O ye blind and foolish! to 
let this golden opportunity slip. How dull of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken of the glories which are to 
follow the sufferings of Christ! For the sake of the baubles 
of time, you prefer the part of the foolish virgins, against 
whom the door was shut! Hark! hear ye not, in anticipa- 
tion, that sound “as the voice of a great multitude, and as 
the voice of many waters, and like the peal of mighty thun- 
derings, saying, Hallelujah! for the Lord God, the Omnipo- 
tent reigns! We rejoice and exult, and give glory to him, 
because the marriage of the Lamb is come, and HIS WIFE 
HAS MADE HERSELF READY. And it was given to her that she 
should be clothed in fine linen, pure, and resplendent; and the 
fine linen is the rniGHTEOUs acts of the saints. And he said 
to me, Write:—happy are they who are invited to the mar- 
riage supper of the Lamb! And he said to me—THESE ARE THE 
TRUE WORDS OF Gop.” Rev. xix. 6-9. Who therefore, would 
not suffer every thing now, even death itself, that he might 
be comprehended among the guests who will be robed in 
fine, pure and resplendent vestments, emblems of righteous 
deeds!—But the congregation of the Lord—the Lamb’s wife 
—will only have attained to this glorious character, when 
every individual member shali have been immersed into 
Christ; instead of being composed of persons, as it is now, 
some of whom have put on Christ and others their own ez- 
perience. Every saint must have his robe washed white in 
the blood of Christ; no speckled garments will be admitted 
there. | ; 
From the foregoing disjointed observations, my readers 
will perceive the conclusion I have come to; which is, that 
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the political, sectarian arid christian worlds, like the First 
Volume of the Advocate, have at length arrived at “the time 
of their end.” The last number of this volume is now in 
the hands of its patrons. The Advocate has exceeded his 
stipulations, and, in return, he will be amply remunerated, if 
his subscribers will only come up to theirs; at the same time, 
he would be remiss, were he not to acknowledge the high 
consideration he entertains for those subscribers who have 
been patrons indeed. The Advocate owes no man any thing 
but love—no, not even the printer—and for this proud stand- 
ing in the face of his opponents, he is indebted to that honor 
and integrity, which are the fruit of the reformation of 
morals for which he pleads. The Advocate has sent forth 
an Extra, for the publication of which he made no promise. 
It contains only the dark side of the picture. But there are 
two sides—a dark side and a bright. The bright ought to 
be forthcoming. I am willing to give my labor—the brethren 
know the rest. 

As to the future prospects of the Advocate, they are excel- 
lent. His patrons have not been obtained by flatteries. They 
have attached themselves to him under the asperity of a 
straight forward and undaunted bearing; he does not fear, 
therefore, that they will forsake him, while he continues 
fearlessly and honorably to “contend *for the faith once deli- 
vered to the saints,” by the holy apostles. Téhe work to be 
done is immense, and the laborers on the side of the truth 
very few. If ever there was a time, or place, for which we 
ought to pray the Lord of the harvest that he would raise up 
laborers, it is now, and for eastern Virginia. The gods of 
the people, by editing, sermonizing, and scheming, are strain- 
ing every nerve to retain them in the bondage of their tradi- 
tions. Now although we are poor, we are more than a match 
for them, if we can only get access to the ears and eyes of 
their disciples. In saying this we do not boast of ourselves, 
for as to talent, native and acquired, the aliens are a host 
against us. But like the stripling David with his sling and 
stone, we feel exceeding powerful for overturning the reason- 
ings and high things raised up against the knowledge of God 
by the machinations of the Goliahs of the day; for God has 
chosen the foolish of the world to put the wise to shame, 
and those that are nothing to reduce to nothing those that 
are; that no flesh might glory in his presence.” When we 
cannot obtain all we would, we should make the best of what 
we have. In passing through life this is the true wisdom. 
While, therefore, the brethren are praying for more laborers, 
let them prove the sincerity of their prayers, by aiding the 
efforts of those already in the field. Let them cease to be 
like the wagoner, who prayed to Hercules to extricate his 
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wagon from the mud, instead of putting his own shoulder to 
the wheel, and making the best of what strength he had. 
The churches are not burthened with the support of an idle 
priesthood, let them, therefore, who do know their God, be 
strong and do. | 

The Editor has many calls from the cardinal points in 
Eastern Virginia, to come over and help. Inclination pulls 
him one way and duty another. You know, brethren, that 
he who provides not for his own house, has denied the faith 
and is worse than an infidel. The Editor, therefore, must 
provide things honorable in the sight of all men. If he do 
not do this, but get into debt, how can he exhort his hearers to 
owe no man any thing? The practice must correspond to 
the preach, if any good is to be done. He will, therefore, 
only be able to comply occasionally during this year with 
invitations abroad. He has his hands full at home, and an 
increasing attention on the part of the citizens of Richmond 
to the cause we plead, demands his unceasing efforts. It is 
a matter of great importance to have a congregation of Christ, 
intelligent and well organized, in the metropolis of Virginia. 
Much would be gained if we could have one in the metropo- 
lis of every state. The gospel could then be sounded out in 
every direction, like radii diverging from the centre. But, 
brethren, if the Editor cannot serve you as much as he could 
wish, and you desire, by word of mouth, you can show your 
devotion to the cause by putting your own shoulders to the 
wheel, which will be evinced by a self denying and correct 
deportment, keeping yourselves unspotted from the world, 
and by aiding the Advocate and his contemporaries in their 
arduous and important labors. The press is a powerful en- 
gine. It is amighty messenger, whom all the combined 
power of the Kings of Europe cannotcontrol. Without his 
aid, Luther’s revolt could not have been effected, and the 
world might still have been groaning under the despotism of 
kings, priests, ignorance and superstition. His voice is loud, 
as when a lion roars; and when he cries, seven thunders utter 
their voices. “A little book” is a mighty weapon, and like 
the tongue, has “set the wheel of nature in a blaze.” We 
rely, therefore, a great deal on the potency of a little book, in 
our efforts at reformation and restoration. It has done wonders, 
and will yet do more. It has embittered the stomach, but 
sweetened the taste; and, while the ponderous tomes of sys- 
tems of divinity encumber the dusty shelves of the libraries 
of the downy doctors of the day, from which they pilfer the 
chopped logic of their sermons,—the wayfaring man though 
unlearned, can recline under the shade of a tree, and, draw- 
ing from his pocket the little book which contains the will of 
his heavenly Father, he can imbibe the divine words of the 
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Holy Spirit which are able to make him wise to salvation, 
and far more learned, too, than the gods of the people, though 
charged to the full with the crudities of Whitby, Gill, Scott 
and Henry. Despise not, therefore, the day of little books 
and small things, but promote, as far as you can, the circu- 
lation of the fearless and independent “ApvocaTr” of the 
ancient gospel and apostolic order of things. E,pITOR. 





RECEIPTS. 


Watlsborough, Lunenburg, Va. F. Lester, $5. Woodlawn, Hanover, 
Va. W. Fleming. Richmond, J. V. Hardwick, E. Gatewood, W. 
Brown, J. H. Walker, E. Page, J P. Drummond, L. Waller, —~ 
Todd, C. Witt, J. Radford. Richland, Tenn. W. Chapman, W. Neale, 
P. Beal, D. Bradin, J. Nance, J. P. Deans, Chesterfield, Va. W. Win- 
frey, P. D. Porter. Lunenburg Court House, F. Lester, $5. Cincinnats, 
Ohio, Dr. Lawson Office Tavern, Aa. J. F. Walker. King Wm. Ct. 
Hoase, A Ellett, R. Hill.sen. Syracuse, N Y. J. J. Moss, $13.— 
Hanover, Va. Dr. Tyler, M. A. Crafton, H. Richerson, L. Tucker. J. 
Mileston, W. Smith, R. Barker, J. W. Mills, J. Hersey, J. Wright, A. 
S. Jones, T. G. Clark, T. Butler, J. White, E. Yarbrough, W. Rich- 
ardson. Gloucester Ct House. W.C.Cleuverius, R. Singleton, Miss 
Hughes, $2 for vol. I. and lI. Shanon Hill, Goochland, Va. J. Groom 
for vol. I. and If. Nashville, Tenn. R H. Alison, W. Henery, J. D. 
March, S. Atkinson, M. Usery,M. Walton, S. Harkrider, J. F. Hark- 
rider, J. Demoss, J. W, Allen, T. Scott, W. Newson, J. K. Craig, C. 
Trabue, B.S. Weller, D. B. Hill, Mrs. ¥V. Chambers, W. P. Bowers, 
J. N. Essalman, S. B. Davidson, L. Joslin, B. Green, L. P. Cheatham, 
G. Harding, J. Topp, C. Lawrence, J. Vaughan, J. Woodward, J. H. 
Smith. Pleasant Ridge, Ala.'T.S. Thomas, $5. Louisa Ct House, 
A. G. White. Clarkeston, King and Queen, Va. V. Coleman, W. 
Saunders. Petersburg, Va. L. H, Goorick, C.M. Thayer, H. J. An- 
son, W.E. FE. Randolph, S. Douglas, E. Loomis, Mr. Squires. Fred- 
ericksburg, Va. J.O’Bryan,J. Scott, J.S. Turpin. Millers, Essex, Va. 
C. Courtney. Newton, Esser, Va. l.. Bouleware, Dr. W. Dew.— 
Chilesburg, Va. T. Jones, for vol. If. Savannah, Geo’S C. Dunning, J. 
Gardner, S. B. Williams, Capt. Turner, A. Dasher, all for vol. IL— 
Bagdad. Tenn. J.H. Johnson. Franklin, Tenn. W. P. Campbell, A. 
Craig, P. Shelburn, for vol. If. J. Ferguson, M. L. Forbes. Char- 
lottesville, Va. W. Craven, for vol. I. and Il. Matthews Ct. House, J. Bo- 
hanan. vol. Il. Montagues. Essex, A. Bohanan, vol. {I. Washington, 
Pa. A. Reynolds, J. Smith. Baltimore, E. N. Sweeny, $10. Green 
Mount, F. Dabney. Pactolus P.O. N.C. B. T. Eborn. Greenville, 
N.C. A. Bennet. Stauntonburg, V. C. S. Vines. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We have received communications from “Unus Fratrum,” and other 
brethren. We thank them for the trouble they have taken in making 
them. We are at all times glad to hear from our friends, especially 
when their letters are p. p. as these were. Let all epistles for publi. 
cation be pithy, concise, and to the point; and let the subject matter 
be worthy the trouble of the writer and the attention of the public — 
Our vehicle is smal], and will not hold many passengers of great bulk, 
Sub judice tamen epistole sunt, We have also many nee proposed 
for discussion by querists which we will endeavor to get through before 
the end of two years! Epiror. 
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SYNOPSIS OF THE APOSTACY 
BY WHICH IS LINEALLY DEDUCED THE DESCENT OF ALL THE CHIEF 


MODERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 
From the Apostles’ Days. 


One grand object of our Divine Lord and Master’s instructions was 
to qualify his chosen Apostles to establish and illustrate the reign and 
doctrine of the Kingdom of Heaven. Upwards of three years did he 
spend in this beneficent and gracious work. To the people he spoke 
in parables, because, as yet, it was not their privilege to know the se- 
crets of the reign of heaven, But, to his elect disciples, he made 
them known. Many prophets and righteous men had desired to see 
the things which they saw, and to hear the instructions which they 
heard, but had not been permitted. No, they were the favored per- 
sons; how great was that favor! 

It was upon a certain occasion that he proposed to the Jews this 
parable, saying, ‘The Kingdom of Heaven may be compared to a field 
in which the proprietor had sown good grain; but WHILE PEOPLE WERE 
ASLEEP. his enemy came and sowed darnel among the wheat, and went 
off. When the blade was un and putting forth the ear, then appeared 
alsothe darnel. And the servants came and said to their master, Sir, 
you sowed good grain in your field; whence, then, has it darnel? 
He answered, An enemy has done this. They said, will you, then, 
that we weed them out? He replied, No; lest in weeding out the dar- 
nel, you tear up also the wheat. Let both grow together until the 
harvest; and,in the time of harvest, I will say to the reapers, first 
gather the darnel and make them into bundles for burning; then carry 
the wheat into my barn.” Matt. xii. 24-30. Thus he spoke to them 
‘in parables, uttering things, concerning which all antiquity had been 
si'ent.” 

From this parable, the following truths may fairly be deduced: Ist. 
That the citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven would, at some period. become 
andifferent to their rights, privileges and immunities. 2ndly. That while 
in this state of apathy, the Adversary would seize the opportunity of sowing 
the seeds of corruptions to the great disadvantage of the wholesome doctrine 
of the Reign. 3dly. That the growth of the two together would be se 
intimate, thal the error could nol be eradicated at once without extreme 
danger lo thetruth- Athly. That the truth with error would continue, 


until Ure latler was entirely BUNDLED UP INTO SECTS at the full age of the 
truth, when the ANCIENT DOCTRINE OF THE REIGN SHOULD BE RESTORED 





